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Message from Chair of Council
Dear Hon. Alden M McLaughlin Jr., MBE, JP, MLA
As the Chair of the National Drug Council
(NDC) and pursuant to section 24 of the
National

Drug

Council

Law

(2003

Revision), it is my pleasure to present you
with the Annual Report of The National
Drug Council for the period 1st January to
31st December 2020.
The participation of our volunteers, stakeholders and partners has been critical to
the continued growth and development and I am pleased with the progress made in
providing such vital services to our communities.
I want to take this opportunity, on behalf of the Board, thank our partners in the
public and private sectors who has supported the NDC throughout this past year and
we look forward to a successful 2021 as we continue to progress the goals of the
NDC.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Dorothy Scott
Chairman, NDC

Message from the Acting Director
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The National Drug Council (NDC) wishes to thank our stakeholders, friends,
colleagues, sponsors, and partners for making
2020 a remarkable year through your
continued support, volunteerism,
partnerships, and funding.
During this year, the dedicated staff of the NDC
has delivered prevention and educational
presentations in schools, prisons, workplaces
and at community venues, with over 450
presentations having been conducted to
thousands of participants on issues of alcohol,
tobacco, and other drugs.
The NDC’s efforts to ensure evidence is available to support policy and programming
is ongoing through our research initiatives, data collection and reporting. In its 22nd
year, the eleventh cycle of The Cayman Islands Student Drug Use Survey (CISDUS)
saw the highest student participation rate to date. CISDUS is aimed at describing the
extent and patterns of alcohol, tobacco and other drugs contributing to a better
understanding of both current and changing rates of alcohol, tobacco, and other
drugs of abuse.
It is with great anticipation that the NDC looks forward to its continued growth and
development all of which is not possible without continued support.
Warmest Regards,

Brenda Watson
Programme Manger
(Acting Director)
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2020 HIGHLIGHTS
Strategic Highlights

 The Cayman Brac National Drug Council office was officially re-opened and provides fulltime services to the Cayman Brac population.

 In its 11th cycle, the Cayman Islands Student Drug Use Survey (CISDUS) was conducted and
provided an opportunity to expand its support to key stakeholders and included for a
second cycle a focus on mental health.
Financial Highlights

 Through fundraising, private sector support and commitment, the NDC received CI $14,117
in 2020 which was primarily used to support youth initiatives as well as the 20th annual
Arrive Alive Campaign formerly known as the Designated Driver & Purple Ribbon Bus.
Operating Highlights

 Launch of Youth to Youth Junior (Y2Y Jr) for primary schools
 Re-launched Youth to Youth in Cayman Brac
 Launched 1st annual virtual Youth to Youth (Y2Y) Local Conference
 Conducted the 10th National Drugs and Alcohol Facts Month (NDAFM) with the inclusion
of a Shattering the Myths “Chat Day” featuring a panel of experts.
 Increased the number of participants in CISDUS by engaging with additional
schools/facilities.
 Further developed the survey reporting to increase usability.

Approximately 500 presentations were conducted between schools and
the community in 2020.
Looking Ahead - 2021
 Address NDC legislation to provide for support to the functions of the organisation.
 Increase our private partnerships in education and the business sector.
 Development of a comprehensive prevention and education component to substance
abuse.
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The National Drug Council
About Us
Nature and Scope of Activities
The scope of the National Drug Council activities includes:
•

Policy and Prevention -: To formulate policies intended to prevent or reduce drug abuse
and to promote and encourage the implementation of such policies and programmes and
to advise the Minister on matters of law reform relating to the misuse of drugs.

•

Surveillance, Research and Information Dissemination -: To conduct or support
surveys/research and publish reports or other documentation on drug abuse and maintain
a database of information on issues related to the use, misuse and abuse of substances in
the Islands;

•

Monitoring and Evaluation-: To co-ordinate the efforts of drug abuse prevention,
treatment and rehabilitation. Through monitoring and evaluation of the implementation of
anti-drug programmes within the Cayman Islands.

The National Drug Council activities include
•
•
•
•

Review and proposals for legislative/policy change and development
Advocacy for policy change and development,
Initiating Research initiatives,
Publication of reports and other documentation on drug abuse

Governance
•

The NDC is a statutory authority under the NDC Law (2010 Revision)
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Our People
THE BOARD - (COUNCIL MEMBERS)
as at December 31st 2020

Mrs. Dorothy Crumbley, Chairman
Rev. Yvette Noble-Bloomfield, Vice-Chairman
Dr. Susanne Neita, Member
Mr. Richard Christian, Member
Dr. Francisco Martinez-Saborido, Member
Ms. Kirsten Whitley, Member
Mrs. Patsy Cotterell, Member
Mr. Greg Miller, Member
Chief Officer, Ministry of Health, Environment, Culture & Housing, Ex-Officio
Chief Officer, Ministry of Community affairs, Ex-Officio
Chief Officer, Ministry of Education, Youth, Sports, Agriculture, and Lands, Ex-Officio
Minister of Finance & Economic Development, Ex-Officio
Commissioner of Police, Ex-Officio
NDC Coordinator, Mrs. Brenda Watson, Ex-Officio
……………………………..

OUR STAFF
as at December 31st 2020

Brenda Watson, Programme Manager (Acting Director), employed since January 2014
Simon Miller, Prevention Specialist, employed since June 2000
Delisa Hernandez, Prevention Officer, employed since August 2019
Ivan Mclean, Prevention & Information Officer, employed since August 2019
Shaneeka Taylor, Prevention Educator (GCM), employed since August 2019
Keino Daley, Prevention Educator (CB), employed since August 2020
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ORGANISATIONAL CHART

The NDC team is completely compiled of Caymanians with the required qualifications for their
positions. Ongoing training occurs at local, regional and international forums to ensure professional
development and the organisations ability to ensure best practices in its activities.
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OUR EFFORTS
POLICY
Policy advocacy and development continues to be a key factor for the National Drug Council. In
2020 the NDC continued its advocacy for the revision of the relevant legislative changes and for
the support to training of staff who sell and serve alcohol through Training for Intervention
ProcedureS (TiPS). Proven effective by third-party studies, TiPS is a skills-based training program
designed to prevent intoxication, underage drinking, and drunk driving. Over the past 35 years,
TiPS has certified more than 5 million participants and trainers. TiPS training is conducted in all
50 states, the District of Columbia, and in over 50 different countries. In 2020 we provided
feedback to policies as they relate to the Tobacco Law, 2008 as it relates to our students and
communities. E-cigarettes produce an aerosol by heating a liquid that usually contains nicotine—
the addictive drug in regular cigarettes, cigars, and other tobacco products—flavourings, and
other chemicals that help to make the aerosol. Users inhale this aerosol into their lungs.
Bystanders can also breathe in this aerosol when the user exhales into the air. It is difficult for
consumers to know what e-cigarette products contain. For example, some e-cigarettes marketed
as containing zero percent nicotine have been found to contain nicotine1. . E-cigarette aerosol can
contain chemicals that are harmful to the lungs and youth e-cigarette use is associated with the
use of other tobacco products, including cigarettes.

1

US Department of Health and Human Services. E-cigarette use among youth and young adults: a report of the

Surgeon General [PDF–8.47 MB]. Atlanta, GA: US Department of Health and Human Services, CDC; 2016.
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PREVENTION & EDUCATION
Prevention and education are key factors of our efforts at the NDC and are delivered through the
provision of presentations to students, parents, teachers, the community and special interest
groups in Grand Cayman and Cayman Brac upon request. While programming has been focused
on students in the high school, there has been an increase in requests for programming to extend
to students in the primary school. The NDC developed a primary curriculum for years K-6 with an
emphasis on overall health and wellbeing and offer a Parents as Preventers 4-part workshop
which encompasses key principals for preventing substance use, misuse and addiction.
In 2020, the NDC provided just over 450 presentations delivering information on the harmful
effects of alcohol, tobacco and other drugs on our brains, bodies, families and the communities in
which we live.
Participating schools:
 University College of the Cayman Islands
 Cayman Island Further Education Centre
 John Gray High School
 Clifton Hunter High School
 Layman Scott High School
 Cornerstones Secondary Inclusion Unit
 Steppingstones Primary Inclusion Unit
 Cayman Prep & High School
 Cayman Academy
 George Town Primary
 East End Primary School
 Prospect Primary School
 West End Primary
 Spot Bay Primary
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Agencies, Groups and Community-Based presentations included:
 Cayman Islands Youth Development Consortium
 Boys to Men
 Emslie Memorial United Church – Youth Group
 Family Resource Centre (FRC)
 Her Majesty Cayman Islands Prison Services
(HMCIPS)- Northward
 Caribbean Haven
 Francis Bodden Girls' Home
 Bonaventure Boys Home
 Department of Children & Family Services
 ST. Ignatius Catholic Church – Outreach Group
 ST. Vincent De Paul – Outreach Group
 YMCA Cayman Islands
Enhancing Community Partnerships:
The NDC has been instrumental in helping students achieve the required hours through:
 Making referrals to stakeholders,
 Strengthening community partnership with
the Royal Cayman Islands Police Service
(RCIPS) to deal with increase reports of
students with substance abuse and
behavioural issues,
 Increasing student involvement for National
Drug and Alcohol Facts Month activities
 Assisting year 11 boys who displayed
challenging behaviours with acquiring the
required community service hours prior to graduation.
 Expansion of services in behavioural modification intervention (BMI).

12
Programme and curriculum development included:
 Research and curriculum development of trending topics related to prevention (Vape Pens,
e-cigarettes, infused cannabis, subliminal advertising, marijuana legalisation, medical
marijuana, etc).
 Implementation of vaping modules and
session plans for School Based Drug
Prevention.
 Curriculum

development

and

implementation of CODE – using their
platform to lead, motivate and inspire their
peers

(prefects,

peer

counselors,

and

student councils).
 Expanded services in the area of
behavioural modification to schools who
were experiencing behaviour issues from
young males.
 Expanded services to schools who were
experiencing behaviour issues from young
females.
 Designed a Pre-Assessment tool to determine adolescents’ attitude towards drug use.
 Developed NDC Year-Round Tips to be included in the Cayman Parent Magazine.
 Developed and facilitated an interactive drug education activity educating adolescents on
the science and related consequences of licit and illicit substances.
 Expansion of Phase 6 for Adults [Media, Visual Messages, Lifestyles]:
o church and youth leaders
o community groups
o tertiary institutions
 Develop an evaluation resource to provide feedback on
the delivery of prevention sessions e.g.
effectiveness,

materials,

acquisition of knowledge.

content,

Facilitator
engagement,
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Youth 2 Youth (Y2Y)
Creating Positive Change!
Youth to Youth, founded in Columbus Ohio in 1982, is a communitybased drug prevention and youth leadership program focusing
primarily on middle school and high school students. The primary
goal of Youth to Youth is to harness the powerful influence of peer
pressure making it a positive force that encourages young people to live free of alcohol, tobacco,
and other drugs. Youth to Youth also encourages personal growth, presents techniques for teens
to change their own environments, while providing alternatives to drug use.

In 2020, there were three Y2Y groups between Grand Cayman and
Cayman Brac. There continues to be an increase in numbers of
teen participants to which we attribute this growth to the NDC’s
continued partnership with the local YMCA chapter in offering our
programme as an “Afterschool” activity.
The youth have also participated in community-based activities in 2020 including:
 Hosted a booth at the annual school career fairs at Clifton
Hunter High School, John Gray High School, and the
Bodden Town Primary School.
 Participated in volunteer activities.
 Y2Y Local Conference
 Y2Y International’s virtual Conference
Youth to Youth also serves as a leadership building group and
thus employs a Youth Advisory Board (YAB) as a method to
further develop leadership skills. The YAB works to promote
Youth to Youth’s mission and educate their peers on the
dangers of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs. YAB teens serve
as a link between the youth, their schools and the community
and is a place for our teens to express ideas and opinions while building their leadership skills.
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Youth 2 Youth (Y2Y) Day Camp
(Cayman Brac)
In 2020, a one-day camp for teens was held as an
official relaunch of the Y2Y programme in Cayman
Brac noting the attendance of approximately 19
teens. The event was hosted by Y2Y and led by the
Y2Y adult leaders and YAB members and included
icebreakers, energizers and games which give the
teens an opportunity to learn about Y2Y and sign up.

Youth 2 Youth Junior (Y2Y Jr.)
(Grand Cayman and Cayman Brac)
Following Youth to Youth’s mission of empowering
youth to “create positive change together” we
established a primary school chapter for students in
grades 5 and 6 giving them an opportunity to be a part
of something positive and fun. Y2Y Jr. is an afterschool
club offered through the YMCA Extended After School
Program. The aim of the Y2Y Jr. is to build character,
social and leadership skills through games and
activities, giving children a productive and safe outlet.
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CAYMAN ISLANDS NATIONAL DRUGS & ALCOHOL FACTS WEEK ACTIVITIES
National Drug and Alcohol Facts Month (NDAFM)
links students with scientists and other experts to
counteract the myths about drugs and alcohol that
teens get from the internet, TV, movies, music, or from
friends. It was launched in 2010 by scientists at the
National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) to stimulate
educational events in communities so that teens can
learn about what science has taught us about drug abuse and addiction.
The NDC partnered with DMS Broadcasting to promote the 10th anniversary of the global
campaign “National Drug and Alcohol Facts Week”. The aim is for teens to get factual sciencebased information which will inspire and encourage critical thinking for making informed
decisions about drug use and their health.
Campaign Launch: registered with NIDA and recognised internationally are geared to Public and
Private Schools – Commencement date March 1st, 2020 with the
following:
 Decorate-A-Door – Incorporating of Art and Health
education (Primary)
 Teen Competitions – “Shattering the Myths” (Secondary)
through a TikTok Contest, Poster Competition, and Battle of
the Canvasses Art Competition
 ND&AFW

Drug

Chat

Day

with

a

panel

of

professionals/experts geared towards answering the questions teens have and as well
as equipping parents with prevention information.
 Street Challenge: Y2Y Teens will interview citizens to test their Drug IQ.
 Public Service Announcements aired in March and April.
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ALCOHOL AWARENESS MONTH
Alcohol Awareness Month provides a focused opportunity to
increase awareness and understanding of alcohol addiction,
its causes, effective treatment, and recovery. It is an
opportunity to decrease stigma and misunderstandings to
dismantle the barriers to treatment and recovery, and thus
make seeking help more readily available to those who suffer
from this disease. The theme — “Connecting the Dots:
Opportunities for Recovery.”— is aimed at educating people
about the prevention and treatment of alcohol addiction,
particularly among our youth, and the important role that parents can play in giving kids a better
understanding of the impact that alcohol can have on their lives.
During this awareness campaign the NDC arranged with Radio Cayman, continued daily Alcohol
Awareness messages throughout the month of April. Using Facebook, NDC issued an NDC-Aware
Pamphlet on Tips for Dealing with "Stress - Drinking" or Alcoholism and circulated on the NDC
website & social media pages. A motion graphic video was created and circulated in addition to
promoting a Wellness Webinar, on Re-Building your coping skills.

INTERNATIONAL DAY AGAINST DRUG ABUSE AND ILLICIT TRAFFICKING
The United Nations General Assembly in 1987
decided to observe 26 June as the International Day
against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking as an
expression of its determination to strengthen action
and cooperation to achieve the goal of an
international society free of drug abuse. This year’s
theme “Better Knowledge for Better Care”. The
field of addressing the drug problem has been 'plagued' by misinformation of many kinds. This
year's theme aims at improving the understanding of the world drug problem and at fostering
greater international cooperation for countering its impact on health, governance and security
and allowed us the opportunity to highlight our collaborative efforts in sharing the message on
our platforms.
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#ARRIVEALIVE345
CAMPAIGN
The Designated Driver (DD) and Purple Ribbon Bus (PRB) programmes, originally launched by
NDC in 2000 are proudly celebrating 20 years of keeping the Cayman community safe during the
holiday season.
Hurley's Media and the National Drug Council teamed up once again in 2020 to bring Cayman
Arrive Alive 345, a campaign created to promote safe driving and reduce road incidents through
heightening an awareness of the dangers associated with the overindulgence or abuse of alcoholic
beverages during the holiday season.
The campaign, dubbed as NDC’S most extensive proactive anti-drink driving campaign, combines
three initiatives, the Purple Ribbon Pledge, the Designated Driver programme and the Purple
Ribbon Bus.
Highlights include:
o 4,000 purple ribbon magnets were distributed
o 95 restaurants across Grand Cayman and Cayman Brac participated in the Designated
Driver programme
o 2,142 people in Grand Cayman and 20 in Cayman Brac rode the Purple Ribbon Busses
The success of this campaign is attributed to the enormous amount of support from the
community. The NDC would like to recognise the following sponsors and partners for their
generous contributions to the campaign: Jacques Scott, CG Britcay, Island Electronics, Blackbeards,
Security Centre, Kirk Motors Napa, Davenport, Pestkil, CIBC First Caribbean, National Roads
Authority, DART, Flex, CTMH Doctors Hospital, CUC, Rubis, Starbucks and CEL and in partnership
with the Royal Cayman Islands Police Service (RCIPS).
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RESEARCH & INFORMATION
The NDC continuously seeks to initiate and support research in the area of substance use, misuse
and abuse geared at garnering information that will inform programmes and policies. The NDC
designs and administers surveys, conducts the data analysis, and writes the reports, using
methodology in line with best practices.
The Cayman Islands Student Drug Use Surveys (CISDUS) involved all students in years seven (7)
through twelve (12), attending public and private schools in Grand Cayman and Cayman Brac. In
total 3,478 students completed the self-administered questionnaire. Seventeen high schools in the
Cayman Islands participated in 2020. Of the 3,485 (approximately) enrolled students, 3,478
completed questionnaires at a participation rate of 99%. Alcohol remained the most commonly
reported drug used by adolescents in the Cayman Islands according to the Student Drug Use
Survey.

Alcohol
The survey average for lifetime alcohol
use was 44.4% (table 6). The lifetime
prevalence among the district ranged
from 41.1-47.7%. The highest rate of
lifetime alcohol prevalence (>44.4%) was
found in West Bay (47.7%). All other
districts reported rates below the survey
average.
The lifetime average for boys was 43.6% and for girls 45%. This difference was however not
statistically significant. A higher proportion for girls than boys was found in all districts except for
George Town and North Side. Large differences between girls and boys were observed in East End
(48.1% for girls versus 36.6% for boys; a 11.5 percentage points difference) and Cayman Brac
(47.7% versus 35.1%; a 12.6 percentage points difference).
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Alcohol use is an excellent place to start screening for risky health behaviours for two main
reasons. First, whether parents or teachers, talking with adolescents about alcohol has the
potential to save lives. Drinking is associated with three top causes of death among adolescents,
the first being unintentional injury, usually by car crashes, followed by homicide and suicide (CDC,
2008). Second, starting with questions about drinking can help you determine whether asking
questions about other risk behaviours is a high priority. Alcohol is the drug used by the greatest
number of students in this survey and for many young people it is also the first substance they try
(have access to). Youth who don’t use alcohol are unlikely to use any other substances, whereas
youth who are heavily involved with alcohol are at increased risk for using other substances and
for other risk-taking behaviours2.

Marijuana
The most prevalent illicit drug reported in
the survey is marijuana. On average, 16.5%
of the students have used marijuana at least
once in their lifetime (Table 6). The district
with the highest lifetime prevalence of
marijuana use was West Bay (21.2%). Some
14-21% of students in all districts reported
having used marijuana at least once in their
lifetime. The lowest levels of marijuana use
(14.1%) was reported for East End.
On average, girls reported significantly higher proportions of lifetime use than boys (17.3% versus
14.7%) - χ2 =4.62, p=.031. This was the case in five of the six districts with exception being West
Bay - boys (21.3%) versus girls (20.5%). A notable higher proportion of girls in Cayman Brac
reported lifetime use compared to boys (girls, 26.2% versus 10.5% - 15.7pp difference).

https://pubs.niaaa.nih.gov/publications/Practitioner/YouthGuide/YouthGuide.pdf. Alcohol Screening and Brief
Intervention for Youth: A Practioner’s Guide. National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA)
2
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E-Cigarettes
Overall lifetime prevalence of e-cigarettes was
29% - a little more than one in three students
reported having tried cigarettes. Rates of ecigarette smoking within the districts ranged
between 26.3% and 35.4% (Table 6). In all but
two districts, 29% or more of the students had
tried smoking e-cigarettes at least once. The
highest prevalence rates were found in the
districts of East End (35.4%), followed by Cayman Brac (30.8%) and West Bay (30.6%). North
Side reported the lowest prevalence (26.3%).
The average lifetime prevalence of e-cigarette smoking was not dis-similar among boys and girls boys (28.8%) and girls (28.5%), table 9. Across districts, girls were as likely as boys to have tried
e-cigarettes. The three districts where girls reported a slightly higher prevalence than boys were
Cayman Brac (30.8% versus 28.1%), West Bay (33.2% versus 28.2%), and East End (36.5% versus
31.7%). District with the largest gender difference was North Side (5.7pp - 27% for boys versus
21.3% for girls).

It is important to pay attention to the high prevalence of e-cigarettes use reported in this survey.
E-cigarette aerosol can contain chemicals that are harmful to the lungs and youth e-cigarette use
is associated with the use of other tobacco products, including cigarettes.
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Youth drinking, smoking, and drug use are continuously changing. Through ongoing monitoring
and evaluation, we can gauge the effects of policies, prevention education programming and
campaign objectives have been achieved. The role of education institutions, Ministry of Health,
counselling services and other stakeholders involved in the process is notable as they provide
support in policy making, counselling and education and prevention programing.
While the majority of youth continue to choose not to use alcohol, tobacco, and drugs, we should
not dismiss the advantages of implementing prevention and education programmes and
campaigns with the aim of providing support to students who are not using substances in
maintaining a healthy lifestyle as well as for those students that consume these substances to
educate and support them in discontinuing use and aiding them in making healthy decisions
about substances use.
Reduction of access to Alcohol (teens continually report alcohol purchases from various type of
liquor establishments) through regulations such as enforcing minimum age laws, restrictions on
marketing, and with the implementation of a mandatory server training, Training for
Intervention ProcedureS (TiPS) can reduce substance use among youth.
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MONITORING & EVALUATION
Evaluation is a systematic determination of a subject's merit, worth and significance, using
criteria governed by a set of standards. It can assist an organisation, programme, project or any
other intervention or initiative to assess any aim, realisable concept/proposal, or any alternative,
to help in decision-making; or to ascertain the degree of achievement or value regarding the aim
and objectives and results of any such action that has been completed. The primary purpose of
evaluation,

in

addition

to

gaining insight into

prior

or

enable reflection and assist in the identification of future change.

existing initiatives,

is

to
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Management Discussion & Analysis
Challenges
The NDC continues to face the same challenges and limitations as in previous years which include:
1. Funding does not allow for the impacts that need to be made in our communities especially
when it relates to education and prevention materials and promotions.
2. Lack of an effective and defined legislative framework to provide the NDC with the
ability to function successfully. Current legislation does not support the NDC’s activities or
reflect the advancement of the organisation’s oversight role for demand and supply
reduction efforts in the Cayman Islands.
a. Areas to address in the legislation to improve functioning of the organisation include,
but are not limited to:
i. Facilitate the collection of national data.
ii. Review the composition of the board.
iii. Reassess the functions as dictated in the law.
iv. Provide for the coordination of DEMAND and SUPPLY reduction efforts in the
Cayman Islands.
v. Require for the collection, analysis and reporting of data from a National Drug
Information Network (CAYDIN).
vi. Stipulate conducting, coordinating and providing for the oversight of data
collection and reporting of psychotropic and narcotics imported into the
Cayman Islands to the International Narcotics Control Board (INCB).
vii. Providing or coordinating the licensing of persons in the food and beverage
sector of the Cayman Islands through international licensing bodies.
viii. Address related ill effects of substance use, misuse and abuse which would
include crime.
3. The absence of a National Anti-Drug Strategy (a guiding strategy at a national level) to
direct the efforts of drug control efforts both for supply and demand reduction.
4. Dated legislation in the following areas which need urgent attention and further
development as follows:
a. Misuse of Drugs Law (2009 Revision) – This are of legislation is not currently up to
date. The schedules for substances have not been updated in several years and should
be brought up to standard.
b. Precursor Legislation – Does not exist in the Cayman Islands and in light of recent
findings of synthetic marijuana by law enforcement this area needs immediate
consideration.
c. Prescription Drug Monitoring – There needs to be policies/controls/legislation to
mitigate the abuse of prescribed drugs. There is evidence in the Student Surveys as
well as in the collection and reporting of narcotic and psychotropic drugs that suggest
the misuse and abuse of prescribed drugs.
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Risk Management
1. Key risks for the NDC are those which are organisational in nature and include:
a. working outside of the necessary framework required for strategically addressing the
issues related to alcohol, tobacco and other drugs,
b. limited personnel,
c. inability to achieve outcomes or targets and delivery of services.
To address risks in item 1., the NDC relies on volunteers, constantly reviews its programming delivery
to ensure areas of priority are addressed and works closely with stakeholders. The NDC continues to
advocate for an update to the governing legislation and for the implementation of a National AntiDrug Strategy to address supply and demand control for the Cayman Islands.
2. Compliance risk for reporting as required by stakeholders and CIG.
a. Lack of segregation of duties.
To address risks in item 2., With limited staffing and a vacancy for the Director, Research Analyst and
administrative and financial position the NDC relies on external accounting services to ensure sound
financial management.
3. Financial Performance and analysis
a. The audit for 2019 was completed and signed off prior to the legislated deadline. The
NDC received an opinion which reflected that the financial statements present fairly in
all material respects and that the financial position and performance of the NDC at 31st
December 2019 ended in accordance with IPSAS. In August 2020 on behalf of the
Standing Public Accounts Committee the NDC was awarded the Unqualified Audit
Opinion Award 2018/2019.
4. Scrutiny by Parliament and Public
a. To our knowledge no aspects of the NDC was discussed by Parliament.
b. There were no complaints as at 31st December 2020.
5. Forward looking:
a. Address NDC legislation to provide for support to the functions of the organisation.
b. Develop a comprehensive prevention and education component to substance abuse
by obtaining adequate funding.
c. The Cayman Islands Government to mandate the development of a School Drug Education
Strategy (SDES) for all public and private schools by 2023.

d. The Cayman Islands Government to support an integrated strategy that includes the

provision of information and education to deal with both illicit and licit drugs, such as alcohol
and tobacco across grades 6 – 12 in both public and private schools.
e. Mandate integrated drug education in the curriculum across grades 6 – 12 for all public and
private schools.

6. The NDC intends to advocate for changes to the following areas of legislation (or further
development of policies in these areas):
a. National Drug Council Law
b. Liquor Licensing Law
c. Misuse of Drugs Law
d. Customs Law
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Appendix A

Financial Statements
Of the
National Drug Council

For the 2020 Financial Year

